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•  Support cross-regional 
efforts to assess 
predictability, user needs 

•  Test drought-focused 
decision support tools 

•  Identify socio-
economic effects 
of drought, data 
and info needs of 
resource 
managers and 
policy/decision 
makers 

•  Transition and communicate 
drought information products 
for operations and response 

Drought 
Preparedness 
planning  
•  State-level 

partnerships 
•  Federal 

agencies 

NIDIS within NOAA: 

NDMC 







Year 1: Scoping the Drought Early 
Warning Information System 
  
Gap analyses: What data/information 
exists and how is it being coordinated and 
used? 
Characterize risks across timescales-with 
existing information for 2-3 critical issues 
(water, ag, disaster risk reduction etc.) 
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Year 2. Implementation of the Drought Early 
Warning System (sub)seasonal, multi-year, 
longer term trends):  
 
Develop drought sub-portals 
Embed information into preparedness and 
adaptation plans 
Establish network for ongoing briefings on 
impacts and projections across climate 
timescales 
  
 



PL109-430 
$$ 

Reauth  
Hearing 

Shift 18-24 mths to the right-
delay in funding  



 
Implementation Plan Development Tasks 

 
Proposed 
Date 

WG meetings/calls 
----------Resources 
Draft text < 2pages, list priority actions-near-term 1 through 3 
years  and proposed timelines 
-  NIDIS Governance model, Vertical integration of existing, new DEWS,  
-     Existing and new partners (e.g. institutional networks) 
-  Evaluation (see Congressional report, inputs to state, tribal plans) 

Check-in  

Return to NIDIS Office 
       - Collate-edit-recirculate full  
         - Ensure cross-WG coordination 

Jul 1 

Incorporate new comments  
-Prepare near-final version 
 

August 19 

             Move up the chain clearance as needed 
 

Final Sept 19 

              Budget discussions…….. 

NIDIS Executive Council-late Summer /early Fall 
 
 

Oct  



  

Challenge:  Sustaining networks across 
Research, Observations, Services and 
Decisionmaking within regions and countries 
•  ensure that priorities, smart practices, 

responses are identified, supported, secured 



 
Drought-Resilience Goals 

Goal 1: Data Collection and Integration 
–key data platforms, modeling and   
  prediction 
 
Goal 2: Communicating Drought Risk to 
Critical Infrastructure  
 
Goal 3: Drought Planning and Capacity 
Building  
 
Goal 4: Coordination of Federal 
Drought Activity 
  
Goal 5: Market-Based Approaches for 
Infrastructure and Efficiency  
 
Goal 6: Innovative Water Use, 
Efficiency, and Technology 
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Resilience:  Security and 
Sustainability  

Defined  
Centralized  

Funding 

Specific 
Legislative 
Mandate 

Clearly Defined 
Project Management 

Structure 

Clearly Defined 
Project  

Requirements 

Engaging  
Preparedness 

and Adaptation 

Modeling and  
prediction 

Interdisciplinary 
Research, 
Prototypes 

Drought.gov 

Observations and 
monitoring 

Information Systems from intelligence  
to resilience 

Water 
Biodiversity 

Health 
Disasters 
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Communities 

Public Awareness 
And Education 


